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Application/Control Number: 10/099,783 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Upon 
reconsideration the Examiner has withdrawn his Final Rejection based upon prior 
art grounds of the pending claims and is passing the application to Issue. The 
reasons for this are as follows: The Examiner believes that however one wants 
to categorize the alleged prior art "admission" set forth in the bottom two 
paragraphs of the specification on page 1 it remains that the bottom paragraph 
clearly strongly teaches away from the use of polyurethane adhesives in the 
claimed "adhesive sheet strip" (e.g., Brief, page 5, bottom paragraph). As such, 
no motivation to combine with the alleged prior art admission can be found in 
Ganster et al, which only appears to teach the use of the disclosed polyurethane 
adhesives in medical type environments such as are set forth at Col 4, lines 45- 
67. Additionally, the polyurethane adhesive compositions set forth in Ganster et 
al appear to be, as appellants state (e.g.. Brief, page 7), significantly different 
from the claimed polyurethane adhesives coated on the claimed backing, even 
though the reference does teach the utilization of significant amounts of filler (Col 
3, lines 44-61) in the adhesive layer(s). In summary, the relied upon 
"admissions" provide no motivation to utilize polyurethane adhesives, particularly 
the significantly different polyurethane adhesives taught in Ganster et al, without 
using significant amounts of hindsight that can only be found from applicants' 
disclosure.. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
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preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



